
 

 

 

 

 
 

Dec. 13 - 17, 2021 
 

Jan. 3 - 7, 2022 
 

MONDAY, December 13, 2021 – Day 1 

 HOLIDAY SPIRIT DAY: 
Holiday Hats & Headbands 

 Classroom window decorating day 
 

MONDAY, January 3, 2022 – Day 1 
 
 
  
 

TUESDAY, December 14, 2021 – Day 2 

 HOLIDAY SPIRIT DAY: Holiday PJs 

 Classroom window viewing begins 
 

TUESDAY, January 4, 2022 – Day 2 
  
 

WEDNESDAY, December 15, 2021 – Day 3  

 HOLIDAY SPIRIT DAY: 
Holiday Sweaters 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, January 5, 2022 – Day 3 
  
 

THURSDAY, December 16, 2021 – Day 4 

 HOLIDAY SPIRIT DAY: 
Holiday Socks, Sliders and Slippers 

 

THURSDAY, January 6, 2022 – Day 4 
 

FRIDAY, December 17, 2021 – Day 5 

 HOLIDAY SPIRIT DAY: 
Holiday Colours and Sparkle  
 
 

FRIDAY, January 7, 2022 – Day 5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dec. 13, 2021 – Jan. 7, 2022 Weeks 15 & 16 of 40 

ds Le 

 

Blog: The Power of the Lurker 

 
 

BALLANTRAE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
5632 Aurora Road 

Whitchurch-Stouffville, ON L4A 3K3 
905-640-2232 

 

YRDSB website: 
http://www.yrdsb.ca 

Ballantrae PS website:   
http://ballantrae.ps.yrdsb.ca 

Busing: 
www.schoolbuscity.com

 
 

 
Looking ahead… 
 

 
 

January – FAIRNESS 
13…………….School Council Mtg – 7pm 
14…………….PA Day 
 

School returns 
Monday, January 3, 2022 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sandra Angell-O’Grady ............... Principal 
Sue Bezanson .................................. EOAA 
Debby Fontyn ............................ Secretary 
Elizabeth Davis ................. Superintendent 
Elizabeth Terrell-Tracey ..... YRDSB Trustee 
 
 

http://www.teachhub.com/hands-websites-kids-love
http://www.teachhub.com/hands-websites-kids-love
http://www.teachhub.com/power-lurker
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The Character Trait for December is EMPATHY 

 
We strive to sense and appreciate the emotions of others, to 

"stand in their shoes." We demonstrate appreciation of and concern 

for their feelings. We try to understand issues from their 

perspectives even though we may not agree with them personally. 

 
 

PRINCIPAL'S NOTES 
 
As the holidays approach, the excitement is building among the students (and staff too!) about the 
upcoming break and planned holiday festivities.  While we continue to adapt some of our celebrations to 
account for the ongoing COVID pandemic, there remains an ongoing need to continue to focus on 
taking care of ourselves.  This week I have included a link to the Children’s Mental Health Ontario 
website and their tips to getting ready for the holidays.  It is a brief article, and I encourage everyone to 
click the link and take a minute or two to read and see if there is something that you may find helpful. 
 
With the snow and current inconsistent temperatures and weather, we continue to provide students with 
ongoing, daily reinforcement of appropriate snow activities.  Students still require reminders and close 
adult supervision while playing on the yard to ensure that they are social distancing while playing with 
their friends.  The daily announcements always include reminders that “the snow MUST stay on the 
ground” and “whatever clothing you were sent to school with, needs to be worn outside”.  We would 
appreciate your support with this by providing ongoing reminders at home.   
 
We would like to thank everyone who has shown their generosity to our school through participation in 
our recent fundraisers:  The Amazing Box of Cards, Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits and Poinsettia sales.  As 
well, we wish to thank those who have also made a cash donation to the school.  The money raised 
through fundraising and donations enables us to provide student technology and 
resources/experiences that enhance the curriculum.   A copy of our draft School Fundraising Plan has 
been included in this newsletter so that you may see what our goals are for the 2021-22 school year.   
 
It is also important at this time to recognize our Ballantrae School Council members who have spent 
many hours researching, planning and implementing all of the recent fundraising efforts at our school.  
It would be impossible to raise money in support of our students without their enthusiasm and 
dedication.  A huge thank you goes out to all of our Council members! 
 
“The joy of brightening other lives, bearing each other’s burdens, easing each other’s loads and 
supplanting empty hearts and lives with generous gifts becomes for us the magic of the holidays.”  
W.C. Jones 
 
Have a safe and relaxing holiday break with family and friends and a very happy new year!  
 
 

Sandra Angell-O’Grady 
sandra.angell-ogrady@yrdsb.ca  
 

https://www.family.cmho.org/mental-health-ready-for-the-holidays/
mailto:sandra.angell-ogrady@yrdsb.ca


 
 



 
DAILY COVID SCREENING 

 
The Ministry has recently directed school boards to implement the daily-on-site confirmation of 
self-screening for all elementary students commencing in January 2022. 
 
Step 1:  Parents/Guardians of Elementary students are required to complete the on-line self-assessment 

COVID-19 School and Child-Care Screening Tool on a daily basis, prior to their child entering the school. 

Step 2:  Upon completion of the self-assessment, Parents/Guardians will complete the response to the 

question:  “Have you completed the self-screening tool?” in the Confirmation Form, using their child’s 

GAPPS account login information. 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/  
 
MILD SYMPTOMS:  As a reminder, anyone experiencing symptoms, including mild symptoms not 
included on the provincial screening tool (e.g., runny nose, sore throat, etc.) should NOT attend school 
or child care. If your child has mild symptoms not listed on the screening tool, they can return to school 
or child care once their symptoms have improved for 24 hours. If your child does have symptoms listed 
on the screening tool, or their symptoms get worse, they are required to have a PCR COVID-19 test or 
stay home for 10 days 
 
Additional information on health and safety measures, as well as additional information and resources 
on the 2021-22 school year can be found on the Board website at www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening.  
 

 

 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

At this point in time, there are no extra-curricular activities planned. 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Regular school photos have taken place.  Please watch for future information about grad photos 

and/or photo retakes.   

 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/covid-19/health-and-safety
http://www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening


 

FIELD TRIPS 

At this point in time, field trips are on pause. 
 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES AND HYBRID LEARNING 
 

 If any student is absent from their selected model for any reason, they will be marked absent from 
school.   
 

 If students are absent for COVID-19 reasons (ie. quarantine, self-isolation), they may participate in 
remote learning.  
 

 Since not all of our classes are set up for hybrid learning, it may take up to 48 hours to put this in 
place and will only be done for COVID-19 related circumstances. 
 

 If students have short-term absences unrelated to COVID-19 they may access whatever work is 
already available on the classroom remote platform, but a hybrid classroom will not be created 
where one does not already exist.  Those students can also be supported through regular 
classroom/school practice such as sending work home with a sibling, as well as Google 
Classroom/D2L (ie. asynchronous). 

 

 Remote learning is not intended to provide temporary education for students who are on vacation 
or parent withdrawals from school.  If the class/grade in a class is already hybrid, then students 
can access whatever work is already available on the class digital platform, but a hybrid 
classroom will not be created where one does not already exist.  The student can also be 
supported through regular classroom/school practice such as sending work home with a sibling, 
as well as Google Classroom/D2L (ie. asynchronous). 
 

 In cases of long term absences, please contact the principal to make arrangements. 
 
The link below provides more details as well as information about other topics: 
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/covid-19/covid-19-frequently-asked-questions 
 

 

***SCHOOL LUNCH ASSISTANTS NEEDED*** 

 
Lunch time School Assistants are needed to provide supervisory support to teaching staff during peak or 
critical periods of the school day.  This position includes lunch period eating supervision as well as 
outdoor yard supervision. Successful candidates will be required to complete online (virtual) health and 
safety training prior to start date (as well as school in-service training). 

A Police Vulnerable Sector Check (PVSC) (Police Check) must be submitted prior to starting work. 

School lunch hour varies between 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. with the first 20 minutes inside followed by 40 

minutes outside. Times might vary due to split lunches in order to cohort students, and therefore could 

require 1.5 hours instead of 1 hour.  

Salary:  $14.35/hour plus 4% vacation pay 

 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/covid-19/covid-19-frequently-asked-questions


 

 



 

SCHOOL COUNCIL TIDBITS 

 

 
 
AMAZING BOX OF CARDS FUNDRAISER: 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Amazing Box of Cards 
Fundraiser!! A huge thank you to all who helped to organize this 
fundraiser. It was a great success!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
POINSETTIA FUNDRAISER: 
On behalf of the School Council, thank you to all for making our first 
Poinsettia Fundraiser a hit! We hope that you will enjoy your beautiful 
plants and arrangements over the holidays and beyond. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
UPCOMING MEETING: 
Our next meeting has been set for Thursday, Jan. 13th, 2022 at 7:00pm.  
Please send an e-mail to ballantrae.ps@yrdsb.ca no later than Wednesday, 
Jan. 12th, 2022 if you wish to attend this meeting and a link will be shared 
with you prior to the meeting. We hope to see you there! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
LITTLE CAESARS FUNDRAISER: 
Our orders are arriving shortly! Please see the information below 
regarding pickup times and location. 
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PARENT RESOURCES 

(This will be a standing item in each Brief and will be added to over the course of the school year 
as resources become available) 

 
 

CURRICULUM SUPPORTS 
 

 

MENTAL HEALTH 
 

 
 

Kids Help Phone is a very important resource working to help support children’s mental health, safety, and 
wellbeing. Kids Help Phone at 1-800-668-6868 or www.kidshelpphone.ca or Text 686868 
 
 

 

http://www.kidshelpphone.ca/


 
 

PARENTS and GUARDIANS: 

Are you looking for ideas about how to support your child’s mental health during COVID-19 and the  

return to school?   

https://smho-smso.ca/covid-19/parents-and-families/  
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

https://smho-smso.ca/covid-19/parents-and-families/


 





 


